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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Christian Greetings 


“From the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, in Biennial Meeting as- 
sembled, [at Atlantic City, N. J., December 13, 
1940] to our brothers in Christ in all lands 

‘throughout the world, Affectionate Greetings: 

“In this hour of confusion and strife we re- 
joice that neither distance, nor language, nor 
race, nor national loyalty, nor conflict, nor war 
can separate us from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. However deep the 
cleavages that divide men, our fellowship in 
Christ remains unbroken through all change. We 
have not experienced the darkness of the night 
which has fallen upon many of you; and we can- 
not therefore fully comprehend the depth of 
your anguish. We solemnly pledge to you our 
loyal comradeship in prayer that we all may re- 
main faithful. Through this holy fellowship of 
prayer for you and with you, we gather at the 
foot of the Cross that we there may learn how 
suffering may transcend tragedy and be used of 
God to draw a sinful world unto himself. 

“May the peace of God keep you all in quiet- 
ness and confidence of His Grace.” 


The Christian Meaning of History 


The most agonizing question of today is 
whether we can discover any moral meaning in 
history,—any spiritual goal in the human strug- 


gle. We now see that, although mankind has 
achieved amazing techniques of scientific prog- 
ress, it has not learned for what ends they are 
to be used. We invent the aeroplane, which 
might unite the race into one community, and 
employ it to destroy community. We invent the 
radio, which might give enlightenment to all, 
and find it employed over great areas of the 
earth in the service of nationalistic prejudice 
and hate. We begin to wonder whether Aldous 
Huxley is right when he remarks that our tech- 
nological advance has ‘“‘merely provided us with 
more efficient means for going backwards.” 

No longer do we feel sublimely superior to 
everything in the past nor confident of our own 
human adequacy for the future. No longer able 
to believe, with Spencer, in inevitable progress, 
we try to escape from believing, with Spengler, 
in inevitable decay. So we begin to look for a 
religion which is grounded in history and which 
offers promise of an historical redemption. Like 
St. Augustine, in an age when the Roman civili- 
zation was disintegrating, we search for some 
abiding “City of God” in which we can find an 
answer to the enigma of our historical existence. 

And at this point we discover that Christian- 
ity, whatever else it may be, is profoundly his- 
torical. Going back to the Bible we see, with 
kindled vision, that the Hebrews found God “on 
the highway of history.” True, they discerned 
Him to some extent both within the mystical 


4 FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 


depths of the soul and in the majesty of nature; 
but most of all they recognized Him in the hap- 
penings of history. For the early Christians the 
culmination of God’s mighty deeds appeared in 
the life and death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ Who fulfilled the process of Hebrew his- 
tory and disclosed its true direction. Jesus be- 
came the “clue to the meaning of history.” He 
showed that our earthly existence has signifi- 
cance because it is related to a purpose which 
transcends our existence. He first made it clear 
that that purpose is a will to fellowship, the 
founding of a universal family of love. 

So the Church takes on a greatly enhanced 
significance. For it was out of this historical 
revelation that the Church was born. It is the 
Church which, age after age, has pointed to 
Christ as the focal. point of history. It is the 
Church which represents the historical conti- 
nuity of the Divine purpose. It is the Church 
through which the stream of communal faith 
and life that centers in Christ is borne on from 
generation to generation. 

One no longer takes this kind of historical 
continuity easily for granted. When one sees 
how many social institutions and political sys- 
tems have risen and fallen, the survival of the 
Church through nineteen centuries seems some- 
thing of momentous consequence. When we see, 
too, that in today’s world vast anti-Christian 
forces are at work—great rivals of the Christian 
world-view—we realize more keenly that the 
thing of supreme importance is to preserve a 
witness to the Christian understanding of life. 
This the Church has done in history and still 
does. 

If someone argues that it is enough for man- 
kind to have the “historical Jesus” without any 
institution built around Him, we may reply that, 
without the Church, we today should in all hu- 
man probability not even know about the Jesus 
of history. Without the continuing corporate 
life of the fellowship of which He is the center, 
Jesus would be an obscure and forgotten Gali- 
lean of the long ago, not a living influence in our 
world. Without the Church, the very man who 
rails most impatiently against it for its failure 
to measure up to the spirit of Jesus would not 
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even have the figure of Jesus for his standard. 
Without the Church, the dynamic movement 
that Jesus initiated would have trickled out into 
nothingness, completely lost in the arid expanse 
of secular society. 

Even amid all the ruinous storms of our own 
day the Church stands as the greatest of human 
institutions. There may be hyperbole in the 
hymn which declares 


“‘Unshaken as eternal hills 

Immovable she stands” 
but it is historic fact that during the earthquakes 
of our day the Church is the least shaken of hu- 
man institutions. Though all the secular 
agencies of an international character are brok- 
en, there are still Christians on both sides of the 
battle-lines who have made a deep commitment 
that whatever happens in the political world 
they will still be bound to each other. Perhaps 
the very future of civilization depends on the 
loyalty of those who thus feel themselves mem- 
bers of one Body of Christ. If the Church holds 
together, as we dare to believe it will, a new 
world of fellowship is possible. So the preserva- 
tion of the ecumenical Church today is of great- 
er moment than any political issue. 


A New Milestone in Christian Unity 


Meetings are legion but the 1940 biennial 
meeting of the Federal Council of Churches, re- 
ported on other pages of the BULLETIN, was in 
a class by itself. It was outstanding for at least 
five reasons. : 

1. The oneness of aim and spirit among the 
Christian forces of America was never more. 
fully manifested. For the first time the Coun- 
cil met jointly with six other interdenomination- 
al agencies with which it is closely allied in fel- 
lowship and in service. Seven hundred delegated — 
representatives considered together four great — 
areas of common interest: the world mission of | 
the Church, the relation of the Church to the - 
international crisis, the Church and social 
change, Christian codperation and unity. Al- 
though there were many differences of opinion - 
as to specific procedures, there was encouraging — 
agreement in major objectives. 
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2. The entrance of the Episcopal Church into 
full official membership in the Council was an 
accasion for rejoicing. It provided a pronounced 
stimulus to an increase in united planning and 
action. 

3. A plan for a larger representation of lay- 
men and women in the Council was adopted, 
which, it is believed, will make it more complete- 
ly representative of the whole range of Chris- 
tian thinking. An amendment to the Constitu- 
tion provides for an increase of the members of 
zach denomination by one-third, with the stip- 
lation that the additional members must be 
chosen from the ranks of the laity. 

4. The participation of the Canadian churches 
with the churches of the United States rein- 
forced a consciousness of Christian solidarity in 
the North American Continent. The fact that 
Canadian fellow-Christians are making great 
sacrifices in their war-time struggle evoked a 
Jeep sympathy from those south of the border. 
A shared devotion to our common heritage of 
free democratic institutions was strongly felt 
aS a great spiritual bond. 

5. The missionary and ecumenical spirit was 
noteworthy. The sense of world-wide respon- 
sibility for Christian witness, for a Christian 
ministry to the suffering of the war, for strength- 
sning the Christian groups facing special hard- 
ship and persecution, and for the maintenance 
xf an unbroken fellowship with Christians in all 
lands in the face of all the political tensions was 
inspiring. 


The Danbury Installation 

The installation of the Protestant chaplain at 
the Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, 
Connecticut, to which reference is made in this 
issue is, we believe, the first occasion when the 
churches have united in such a service in a penal 
institution. As such it has significant historical 
interest; yet deeper meaning attaches to it. It is 
a recognition of the fundamental place of re- 
ligion in the life of such institutions. It dem- 
onstrates the awakening interest of the Church 
in an adequate ministry to men and women who 
are too easily forgotten. It testifies to the 
value of a united approach by the churches in 
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such a ministry. It reveals the splendid spirit 
of codperation manifested by the prison authori- 
ties when the chaplaincy is dignified by the 
churches themselves. The response of the men 
present at the service indicates the wisdom of 
initiating a chaplaincy with a reverent, well- 
planned service of worship. The Federal Coun- 
cil’s Committee on Prison Chaplains, under 
whose initiative the Danbury service was car- 
ried out, has provided a suggestion and an 
example which might be used to advantage else- 
where. 


Annual Season of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 


For several decades the Faith and Order 
Movement has observed the season of Pentecost 
as a time of special prayer for Christian unity 
and the American ecumenical movement has re- 
cently fostered this observance. Meanwhile, 
since 1908, January 18-25 has been used an- 
nually as an Octave of Prayer for Christian 
Unity by the Catholic wing of the Anglican 
Church and this usage has spread to other 
churches interested in reunion along Catholic 
lines. Conferences attempting to secure agree- 
ment on a common time for prayer by all those 
concerned for Christian unity have recently been 
held in England and attended by well-known 
Free churchmen. As a result, the Faith and 
Order authorities have recommended through 
Canon Leonard Hodgson, secretary of the Con- 
tinuation Committee, that all branches of the 
ecumenical movement unite on the January 
date. This suggestion was adopted by the Joint 
American Sections of the Life and Work and 
Faith and Order Movements at their October, 
1940, meeting. Materials for use during this 
period include a group of prayers for each day 
of the Octave and a complete worship service 
which is commended to the churches of all com- 
munities, either for use at a union gathering or 
in their several congregations. Samples of these 
materials may be secured from the World Coun- 
cil office at 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 297 
Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y., is the corporate name and 
address which should be used in making contributions or bequests. 
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The American Churches in Time of War 


HE world crisis was reflected in many of the 
actions approved by the Federal Council at 


Atlantic City. In their morning newspapers dele- 
gates read stories with three- and four-column spreads 
about bombings in England, Greek counter-attacks 
against the Italians in Albania, and military operations 
in North Africa. What could the Federal Council say in 
the light of such a situation? This question was answered 
in six ways: first, the adoption of a statement entitled 
“The American Churches and the International Situa- 
tion;” second, the adoption of a “Message to Christians 
of All Lands;” third, authorization to create a Com- 
mission to Study the Bases of a Just and Durable Peace; 
fourth, approval of a recommendation to send a deputa- 
tion of goodwill to Central and South America, and, as 
soon as practicable, to Europe and the Far East; fifth, 
a summons to the Christian people of the United States 
to pray for peace and justice; and sixth, instructions to 
the Department of International Justice and Goodwill 
to issue occasional bulletins of information on the prob- 
lem of the conscientious objector. 

In anticipation of the Biennial Meeting, the officers 
of the Department of International Justice and Good- 
will had convened a small group of churchmen at a dinner 
conference in New York. Mr. John Foster Dulles, 
prominent Presbyterian layman and a member of the 
American delegation to the international conference of 
lay experts and ecumenical leaders which met in Geneva 
just before the outbreak of the European war, was asked 
to draft a statement embodying the high points of the dis- 
cussion. This draft, in an amended form, was submitted 
to the Federal Council’s Biennial Meeting. 


Appress BY Mr. DULLES 


In one of the major addresses at Atlantic City, Mr. 
Dulles deeply impressed his five hundred hearers with 
his outline of Christian strategy in time of war. 

The following is a brief excerpt of Mr. Dulles’ re- 
marks: 


“There is before you an opportunity which is unique. There 
is also a responsibility which is heavy. For the Churches of 
Christ in America represent the most powerful body of Christian 
influence in the world. Their government, while not neutral, is 
not actually a belligerent. It still admits of freedom of religion, 
thought and expression. 

“Under such circumstances it is our churches which have a 
primary duty to keep alive, in a world at war, the spirit of 
universal brotherhood and of charity which Christ taught and 
through which alone the scars of war may ultimately be healed. 

“A few years ago, as a result of my thirty years of experience 
with international problems, I came to the conclusion that there 
was no hope of substantial progress toward peace unless there 
were in the world more people who would bring to bear upon 
international problems the type of Christian spirit which is re- 
flected in the Statement before you. I have seen conference after 


conference break down because hatreds and prejudice impaired 
clear thinking; because each side closed their minds to facts which 
did not support a consideration of self-interest; because hypocrisy 
and self-righteousness destroyed the very basis for mutual under. 
standing. I have seen conference after conference fail because the 
participants felt that their only task was to promote the welfare 
of their particular nation without regard to the general welfare 
In contrast, I have attended church conferences such as those 
of Oxford and Geneva, where I have seen Christians from different 
lands come readily to accord on matters which would have baffled 
any conference not permeated with a Christian spirit. 

“The lack of progress toward a peaceful world order is not 
due to the fact that statesmen have not been ingenious enough 
to think up the right political formula. It is due to the fact that 
statesmen have been blinded by hatreds and conceits and, fur- 
ther, represented constituencies which demanded their own short- 
range advantage, without any decent regard for the welfare of 
others. 

“The human mind does not exist and never will exist which can 
devise a formula so ingenious that it will override such obstacles 
of the spirit. But there are a multitude of minds which can 
devise the political formulae conducive to peace as between peoples 
who have some regard for their common welfare. 

“T come from the secular world of international affairs. 1 
come to you to say that to propagate such Christian principles 
is not only one way, but in my judgment much the best way, 
for the churches to make a vital and practical contribution to the 
solution of the problems which rack the world. 

“There are many grave problems which face us today, both as 
Christians and as citizens. To me the most important is whether 
the churches of Christ throughout the world will this time maintain 
such spiritual independence of State, such spiritual unity with each 
other, as is necessary if we are to preserve that spiritual heritage 
which war habitually destroys.” 


THE FEDERAL CoUNCIL STATEMENT 


The Statement submitted by Mr. Dulles, which bears 
the title “The American Churches and the International 
Situation,” was amended at certain points and approved 
by the Biennial Meeting and is to be interpreted as an 
official pronouncement of the Federal Council. This 
Statement has its origins in the efforts which have been 
made during recent years to promote the unity of the 
churches despite the cleavages occasioned by war. The 
basic thoughts are those of humility, repentance, avoid- 
ance of personal hatreds and hypocrisies, recognition of 
the spiritual supremacy of God rather than State and 
the doing of acts which exemplify these Christian at- 
tributes. The statement explains the disunity of Chris- 
tians in relation to current economic and political issues. 
It is recognized that there are among Christians differ- 
ences of judgment and of conscience as to how to act 
when faced by issues so interwoven with human frailties 
that there appears to be no perfect course of action. 
Christians are admonished to refrain from hatred of their 
fellowmen, to avoid hypocrisy and to preserve at all times 
their spiritual allegiance to God as against the State. 
The Statement emphasizes the fact that economic power 
involves possession of a trust to be discharged with 
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appropriate regard for all whose lives are influenced by 
the exercise of that power; that the unit of highest value 
is not some corporate body like the State, or some per- 
sonification of nation, race or class, but the individual 
human being; that Christians, by their acts, must ex- 
emplify the dynamic quality of their faith. 

This statement, characterized by many church leaders 
at Atlantic City as one of the most significant pronounce- 
ments of recent years, is being sent to the heads of the 
various communions in this country, to city and state 
councils of churches, to ministerial associations, to the 
officers of the World Council of Churches, to religious 
bodies in all lands and to the National Christian Councils 
of China, Japan, India and elsewhere.* 


OTHER ACTIONS 


Equally important from the standpoint of the ecu- 
menical movement was the unanimous action of the 
Biennial Meeting in approving the ‘Message to Chris- 
tians of All Lands.” (The full text of the Message ap- 
pears on the editorial page of this issue of the BULLETIN.) 
As in the case of the Statement previously referred to, 
it will be sent by the Federal Council to church leaders 
around the world. 

The Biennial Meeting, in the third place, authorized 
the creation of a Commission to Study the Bases of a 
Just and Durable Peace, to work in codperation with the 
Study Department of the World Council of Churches, 
as recommended by the Seminar on the Churches and 
the International Situation, participated in by delegates 
representing the seven agencies meeting at Atlantic City. 
Suggestions regarding the personnel of this Commission 
will be submitted at an early date to the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Executive Committee. The study and activities of 
the Commission will be under the direction of the Coun- 
cil’s Department of International Justice and Goodwill. 

In the belief that the broadening of cultural and spirit- 
ual relations between the peoples of various countries can 
be promoted through personal contacts among Christian 
leaders, the Federal Council instructed the Department 
of International Justice and Goodwill to consider the 
possibility of sending deputations of goodwill to Central 
and South America, and, as soon as practicable, to 
Europe and the Far East. It was held that the churches 
of the United States should supplement the Good Neigh- 
bor policies of the United States Government by sending 
to the Latin American countries a delegation of church- 
men ‘‘to cement the spiritual ties” that bind the peoples 
of the Western World. Looking beyond the present, it 
was hoped that deputations of goodwill might be sent to 
other parts of the world where wars are now in progress. 

In recognition of the fact that prayer is at all times 
a source of strength and inspiration for Christians in 


* Single copies may be obtained from the Federal Council free 
\(five cents for postage). Quantity rates on request. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 7 


their quest for peace, the Biennial Meeting approved a 
resolution asking the Council’s Executive Committee 
“to take steps toward uniting all people in North 
America, and as far as possible in other nations, in defi- 
nite prayer for peace, considering the advisability of 
fixing a national or international day or days of prayer 
and also a daily hour of prayer, when all Christians and 
others may unite their petitions to the Heavenly Father, 
to the end that warrings shall cease to the ends of the 
earth and that righteous peace shall prevail.” 

Finally, upon the recommendation of the Seminar deal- 
ing with American policy, the Federal Council asked the 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill “to set 
up an information service which will circulate such court 
decisions and administrative rulings on the conscientious 
objector and other information to the responsible agencies 
of the various communions, to federations of churches 
and to the religious press.” 


New Officers of the Council 


Rey. Luther Allan Weigle, D.D., LL.D., Dean of the 

Yale Divinity School, and President of the Federal 
Council of Churches for the next biennium, is a dis- 
tinguished religious educator and a Congregationalist. 
He is Chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
World’s Sunday School Association and was for a num- 
ber of years Chairman of the Educational Commission of 
the International Council of Religious Education. 
’ For many years he has had wide experience in the 
world mission of the Church. He was a delegate to the 
Jerusalem meeting of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil in 1928 and in 1935 made a comprehensive study of 
theological education in China. He also attended the 
meeting at Utrecht in 1938 which drafted the constitu- 
tion for the World Council of Churches. 

Dr. Weigle has also had a wide influence upon the life 
of our churches through his writing. One of his books, 
“The Pupil and the Teacher,” has had a sale of more 
than half a million copies. 

The new Vice-President, Rev. Albert Edward Day, 
D.D., Litt.D., is an outstanding pastor and preacher, 
being at the present time minister of the First Methodist 
Church of Pasadena, California. He gave the Lyman 
Beecher Lectures on Preaching at Yale in 1934, and has 
also lectured on foundations at Bangor Seminary, the 
Pacific School of Religion, Grinnell College, Emory Uni- 
versity and Southern Methodist University. Among his 
recent books are “The Evangel of a New World” and 
“The Faith We Live.” 

Rev. Charles Hatch Sears, D.D., General Secretary of 
the New York Baptist City Society, continues to serve 
as Recording Secretary, and Frank H. Mann, a Pres- 
byterian layman of New York, was re-elected Treasurer. 
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The Welcome to the Episcopal Church 


N December 12, Dr. George A. Buttrick, then 

President of the Federal Council, addressed the 

following welcome to the delegates of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church upon the occasion of the 
formal reception of that Church into full membership 
in the Council: 


“Tt is our privilege now to welcome the Protestant 
Episcopal Church into constituent membership in the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
From the beginning of the Council’s history individual 
leaders of the Episcopal Church have codperated in 
many items of our work, rendering a most valuable serv- 
ice. For nearly twenty years the National Council of 
the Episcopal Church, with the approval of its General 
Convention, has shared in part of our program and also 
made an annual grant of financial help. 

“Now the Protestant Episcopal Church, by action of 
its General Convention, seeks constituent membership in 
the Council; and, for the first time, representatives of 
that Church, nominated by the Presiding Bishop and 
appointed by the National Council, are here in their 
official capacity. The Federal Council by action of 
every separate denomination and by resolve of the whole 
has voted unanimously and with utmost joy to receive 
and welcome the Episcopal Church into the Council; 
and it is now our privilege to extend that welcome to the 
official representatives of the Episcopal Church here 
present. 

“We hope and believe that the Episcopal Church will 
find in the Council an unfettered comradeship in Christ. 


We assure all Episcopalians that the Federal Council by 
its very constitution could not, and by its spirit would 
not, ever seek to be a Church above the churches. It 
has no authority except the authority of such measure ot 
truth as may be found in its words and deeds. The 
actions of the Council are in no way binding, save in 
their Christian influence, on any of the constituent mem- 
ber-churches. The distinctive heritage and witness ot 
the Protestant Episcopal Church is in no sense com- 
promised by what is today consummated. The Episcopal 
Church by its sense of historical continuity, by its age- 
long witness in reverence and worship, by its proven 
power to keep Christian liberty in firm bonds of Christian 
unity, and by its never-surrendered hope for the ultimate 
full unity of the Church of Christ in the earth, has gifts 
to bring to our Council which are beyond compute. We 
trust and pray that they, in their turn, may find in and 
through us some treasure in return. Again we assure 
them of our unbounded gladness and our new heart of 
hope in the wider comradeship now inaugurated and we 
give thanks to God.” 

Eighteen delegates had been nominated by the Pre- 
siding Bishop of the Episcopal Church and appointed by 
their National Council. Ten were present. Bishop Ster- 
rett, as spokesman for the delegation, pledged hearty co- 
operation on behalf of himself and his colleagues, and 
said, ‘“‘We all have our differences in emphasis—we 
wouldn’t be worth our salt if we didn’t. But we feel that 
that which binds us together is infinitely stronger than 
that which separates us.” 


EPISCOPALIAN LEADERS AND COUNCIL OFFICERS AT ATLANTIC CITY 


Seated, left to right: Rev. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Rt. Rev. Charles K. Gilbert, Rev. George A. Buttrick, Rt. Rev. Frank 
W. Sterrett, Rt. Rev. Harwood Sturtevant. Standing: Very Rev. Angus Dun, Mrs. W. W. Daup, Rev. Artley B. Parson, Mrs. E. 
A. Stebbins, Miss Edna Beardsley, Miss Mary Smith, Rev. Harold Holt, Mr. Clifford P. Morehouse, Rev. Robert S. Lambert, 
William S. Keller, M.D., Mr. John M. Glenn, Rev. Anthony R. Parshley, Rev. George M. Plaskett, Rev. Floyd W. Tomkins, 
Rev. Almon R. Pepper. 
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The delegation was composed of the following: 

Right Reverend Frank W. Sterrett, D.D., Bethlehem, 
Pa. 

Right Reverend Charles K. Gilbert, D.D., New 
York, N. Y. 

Right Reverend Harwood Sturtevant, D.D., Fond du 
Lac, Wisc. 
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The Rev. Floyd Tomkins, D.D., Washington, Conn. 
The Rev. Anthony R. Parshley, Litt.D., Bristol, R. I. 
The Rev. Harold Holt, D.D., Oak Park, Il. 

The Rev. George M. Plaskett, D.D., Orange, N. J. 
The Rev. Almon R. Pepper, New York, N. Y. 

Mr. John M. Glenn, New York, N. Y. 

Mr. Clifford P. Morehouse, Milwaukee, Wisc. 


Dr. Buttrick’s Presidential Address” 


HE Presidential Address was 

delivered before the joint 

banquet attended by about 
500 delegates of the various organi- 
zations at Atlantic City. Out of the 
background of his two years as 
leader of the Federal Council, his 
pastorate in the Madison Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in New York, 
and his preaching across. the 
country, Dr. Buttrick answered the 
so-called reasons people give for not 
going to church and defined what 
he considered to be the three most 
important emphases in the witness 
of the Church today. 

To those who say they are Chris- 
tians but who do not go to church, 
Dr. Buttrick said that “Jesus fre- 
quented a synagogue where musty 
scribes interpreted a dusty law, 
Jesus loved a temple which was yet honeycombed with 
graft.” Those who criticize the churches because of 
“the shortcomings of preachers, the bigotries and cleav- 
ages of sects, the gross irreverence, the timid accommoda- 
tion to the secular mind” would find Jesus in agreement 
and even more deeply wounded; but having agreed, “He 
would have gone, even to a temple where traders and 
priests grafted in the temple courts. We need not de- 
spair until he despairs. There is a saving ‘remnant’ 
in the Church, a golden heart in the grain, because the 
Church also is the incarnate Word of God.” 

Of the salient features of the witness of the Church, 
Dr. Buttrick spoke in part as follows: 


1e 

“The ministry of reconciliation. Appeasement, which 
means to pacify by concessions, is a shallow word: it 
moves from man to man. Reconciliation, which means to 
make friendly again, is a profound word: it moves from 
God to man, and from man back to God. ‘God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given 
unto us the ministry of reconciliation.’ 


* The full text of the Address may be obtained upon re- 
quest from the Editor. 


PROFESSOR GEORGIA HARKNESS, MRS. AUGUSTUS TROWBRIDGE AND DR, GEORGE 
A. BUTTRICK AT THE JOINT BANQUET 


‘Appeasement may blink at wrong, but reconciliation 
builds on truth. By sale of war materials we still appease 
Japan. Those who condone the policy argue that other- 
wise Japan might attack us. In brief, we are to make 
Japan a strong military power lest she should act like 
a strong military power. It is logic so illogical that some 
of us cannot follow it. Reconciliation, not appease- 
ment, would have said to Japan three years ago: ‘We wish 
to live in righteous peace with you and with every nation. 
We will trade with you now in average bulk, in goods not 
easily translated into implements of war. We confess 
our national sins. We pledge help to cancel inequalities 
and to assure your brighter future. But we will not help 
you in aggression. We would rather compensate our 
merchants for loss of their trade, preferring poverty to 
a profitable collusion in crime.’ 


“Appeasement meets the occasions of war, while recon- 
ciliation grapples the causes of war..... What of defeat- 
psychology, which, unless goodwill can meet and melt it, 
turns inevitably into revenge? What of national denials 
of brotherhood? What of the disparity in national re- 
sources and markets? What of the stubborn clinging to 
systems which issue in poverty which easily turns to 
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mass bitterness which easily becomes prey to cruel dema- 
gogues? What of a society which here has hunger and 
hopelessness, and there has indifference and pride? 
Reconciliation knows that meeting merely the occasions 
of war will merely give respite between blood-lettings: 
reconciliation grapples with the causes of war. 

“Let others advocate defense and preparedness. These 
advocates themselves know, if they are wise, that the 
Church has a deeper task. For, except the mind of 
Christ be honored, no civilization is worth defending.” 


II. 


“Again, our task is to witness to a transcendent Loyalty. 
The International Consultative Group in Geneva says 
that even the last war was a symptom of breakdown 
’ rather than a cause; that even then there were ‘masses 
.... unrelated to each other and unrelated to any com- 
mon values or convictions’; and adds, in judgment on 
us, ‘If Christianity had been as alive in this period as 
it was in the time of St. Augustine or of the Reformation, 
it would have filled the vacuum. .... > But, the diagnosis 
continues, the Church’s voice was too often an echo of 
the world rather than a prophetic call to face spiritual 
Reality. There is this comment in summary: ‘The 
deepest sickness of our modern world lies in its lack of 
any genuine conviction of truth..... What is needed is 
an inner renewal of the spirit leading on to the discovery 
of new forms of social, national, and international life.’ 

“If this interpretation is true, our modern worship of 
business or the state did not drive out God: there was 
no sense of God; so man’s yearning need to worship, 
dismayed by the appalling vacuum, erected half-gods 
in place of God. ‘When the half-gods go, the gods arrive.’ 
The half-gods have reached their twilight. Manifestly 
they breed only chaos. Therein is our opportunity, if 
we are true: ‘When the half-gods go,’ men turn again to 
the Cross.” 

III. 


“Again, the Church’s task is evangelism, the good news 
of the unmerited but abounding grace of God. We have 
said that our world has worshipped half-gods and is in 
chaos, and that we must return to a transcendent Loyal- 
ty. The word is true, even vitally true; but if that is 
the only word, we have said nothing. For how can we 
worship if still defiled? ‘No use crying over spilt milk,’ 
the glib proverb tells us. Why no use? When sustenance 
is wasted, worthy men do not laugh or go untroubled. 
Besides, ‘spilt milk’ is really injected poison. Any sin 
enters the world’s life-stream: a lie, a greed, an unclean- 
ness—there they go into ‘time and the river,’ and we 
have no wit to overtake and cleanse them. Sin is pol- 
lution of the cosmos. George Bernard Shaw talked non- 
sense, dangerous nonsense, when he said ‘Forgiveness is 
a beggar’s refuge: a man must pay his debts.’ If sin 
poisons the life-stream only a Cosmic Mercy can save 
us—a Cosmic Mercy come near, become Incarnate, since 
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any healing must touch the disease. That Christ ‘came 
into the world to save sinners’ is still] mankind’s pro- 
foundest insight. Sin is like that muddy stain stirred 
up by a trout-fisherman in a clear stream. The pollution 
flows away from him now, down the stream, down all 
the years, into all the oceans. What can he do? Nothing. 
That mud is cleansed by the sun (heaven’s own light) 
and by gravel (the very ground of life). What other 
way? By heaven’s Light come down to earth, by the 
Word made flesh. What other way? The Church has no 
message when it forgets to preach the unmerited Grace 
of the Eternal.” 
SUMMARY 


In conclusion Dr. Buttrick said: “The Church is not 
impressive—except perhaps in retrospect. When we 
see how it has made a new climate in every land; and 
how in missionary zeal it has swept through all lands in 
hardly more than a hundred years, without benefit of 
swords, against all barriers, armed only with love. When 
we see how in apparent helplessness, in catacomb-faith, 
in covenanter-faith, it has conquered when by any 
earthly sign it should have perished. In that retrospect 
view we exclaim: God spoke in the creation and it was 
done. God spoke His incarnate word in Christ, God 
spoke and speaks in the Church. 

“Sometimes the Church feeds on itself. Then it is 
divided. ‘Then its music becomes a poor display, its 
sermons mere sound, its prayers a pretense, its worship 
a dull routine or a cheap bid for popularity. But, even in 
its brokenness, some saving heart within the Church has 
understood that every loyalty of earth is cankered unless 
held in a loyalty above the earth. 

“To this central passion the Church of our time is 
being gathered home—by very tragedy. There will be 
a new reverence, a new unity, an ampler sense of world- 
wide mission, a fresh passion for Christ, an utter de- 
pendence on His Cross. If Christ were to return in the 
flesh, He would choose to worship in just such a Church 
as your Church or mine—as long as we would let Him. 
He loved the Church, because He loved God, with fiery 
zeal. We must love it too, by gift, by thought, by 
prayer, by gift of life.” 


A Correction 


The September BULLETIN referred to the Ashrams held 
at Saugatuck, Michigan, and Blue Ridge, N. C., last 
summer under the leadership of Dr. E. Stanley Jones as 
the “first American Ashrams.” We are advised, however, 
that the Lutheran Student Association of America in the 
summer of 1936 held a conference in Oconomowoc, Wisc., — 
which it designated as an “ashram.” We gladly make this — 
correction and announce that the sixth annual ashram of 
the Lutheran Student Association of America will be held 
at College Camp, Lake Geneva, Wisc., August 25-31, 
1941. 
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MRS. VAN SANTVOORD MERLE-SMITH, MISS MARY C. SMITH, DR. H. PAUL DOUGLASS, MRS. SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT, 
BISHOP IVAN LEE HOLT, LEADERS IN SEMINAR ON CHURCH UNITY AND COOPERATION 


HE contributions of the Atlantic City meetings 

to Christian unity and codperation were of three 

kinds: first, achievements actually consummated 
during the meetings; second, reports of recent develop- 
ments and discussions of next steps; and third, the ex- 
perience of the joint meetings. 

For seven codperative agencies* of the churches to co- 
operate among themselves in such a convocation was in 
itself news—a demonstration that the churches of 
America can join forces to deal with the crucial problems 
that confront them. The reception of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church into full constituent membership in 
the Federal Council of Churches strengthened it as an 
agency of codperation. By the joining of the forces of 
the two home missions councils in the new Home Mis- 
sions Council of North America, the churches have 
achieved a strong united front for meeting many of our 
national social problems. These three accomplishments 
demonstrated concretely the steady advance of co- 
operation. 

The special attention given the Episcopal Church, 
including its Anglo-Catholics, and the leadership of 
Metropolitan Antony Bashir of the Syrian Antiochian 
Orthodox Church in a worship service made all the dele- 
gates aware of the fact that the ecumenical movement is 
not a pan-Protestant movement, but broader. Delegates 
who by habit referred to the Federal Council of Churches 
as a Protestant agency were corrected in good humor. 


THE SEMINAR 


The joint seminar on Christian Unity and Codpera- 
tion discussed reports and proposals presented in a series 
of thirteen brief but carefully prepared papers sub- 


* Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
Home Missions Council, Council of Women for Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America, Missionary 
Education Movement, National Council of Church Women, 
United Stewardship Council. 


mitted by leaders responsible for various types of ecu- 
menical work in the world, national, state, county, and 
local areas. Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, in his discussion of 
the major policy and objectives of the American churches 
with respect to Christian unity, pointed out that “the 
cooperative unity which we have had under the Federal 
Council has been real Christian unity... .. We should 
go forward in all lines of codperation which we have 
begun, and should seriously consider a wider range of 
cooperative activities within the precedents set by the 
past.” Differences of conviction as to the form of unity 
which is our ultimate goal were recognized, although 
above these differences there were felt to be common 
aspirations and tendencies. Since no sufficient con- 
sensus has been reached by the American churches to 
permit of any official expression or definition of the unity 
which we seek, we must work out together our common 
aspirations and tendencies from step to step. 

Dr. Wilbur T. Clemens pointed out that state coun- 
cils of churches express the mutuality of city and country 
as parts of a common community. This mutuality is 
not realized when city churches and rural churches are 
separately organized. 

Notable advances in effective codperation among de- 
nominational agencies by states and regions were reported 
by Dr. J. Quinter Miller. The leaders of denominational 
Associations, Conferences, Conventions, Districts, 
Dioceses, Classes, Presbyteries or Synods, according 
to the report, “have generally been more active in the 
ecumenical movement than have national denominational 
executives, college and seminary professors, and the 
pastors of many local churches.” When the staff mem- 
bers of state or regional denominational organizations 
serve as functional specialists for the codperative minis- 
try of all the churches within the area concerned, as they 
do notably in Connecticut, New Jersey and Ohio, they 
constitute one codperating staff. 
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In discussing the realization of codperative unity in 
local communities through local councils of churches, 
Rev. Hugh Burr of Rochester, N. Y., reported that there 
are Chambers of Commerce in more than 800 communities, 
Community Chests in more than 400, and Councils of 
Churches in fewer than 50. He emphasized the need for 
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more local councils, which will adapt the pattern of or- 
ganization of councils in the larger cities to their own 
needs. Local councils were urged to develop at least 


annually a service of ecumenical worship, to agree to the 
principles of comity, and to establish commissions or 


departments specifically to promote fellowship. 


The Church and National Problems 


in Seminar III on the Church and Social Change, 

which considered a wide range of problems, in- 
cluding new and critical community situations arising 
from the defense program, race relations, unemployment, 
sharecroppers, the family. The Seminar’s recommenda- 
tions were received by the plenary session and commended 
to the churches for study. The Federal Council itself, in 
session after the reports were made, also took several 
significant actions in the area of the Seminar’s interest. 


QO: 200 delegates at Atlantic City collaborated 


FEDERAL CouNcIL ACTIONS 


The Council voted as follows regarding communities 
near training camps and those especially involved in the 
defense program: 

“That the officers of the Council be directed to take the 
initiative in calling immediately a conference of the General Com- 
mittee on Army and Navy Chaplains, of the representatives of the 
home mission agencies of the churches, and of such other related 
agencies as in their judgment should be invited, to study the 
whole problem of the responsibility of the Church for the moral 
and spiritual welfare of those communities adjacent to all training 
areas involved in the National Defense Program, and to devise 
measures whereby the Protestant churches of the nation may in 
a united way fulfill that responsibility.” 


Also, as follows regarding the protection of trainees 
from liquor and commercialized vice: 

“Wauereas during the World War the Selective Service Act 
of 1917 set up effective procedures on the part of our government 
for protecting the young men in the national service from being 
exploited by the liquor traffic and by commercialized vice, pro- 
hibiting the sale of intoxicants to any man in the uniform of the 
Army or Navy of the United States, and throwing a zone of 
ten miles around the training camps as a protection against or- 
ganized vice; therefore be it 

“Resolved: That we call upon the President of the United 
States and upon the Secretaries of War and of the Navy to take 
such action as will secure the fullest possible moral protection for 
our soldiers and sailors and men in the C.C.C. camps.” 


Calling for an educational program and the develop- 
ment of public opinion on the moral problems involved 
in the use of liquor, the Council voted: 

“Resolved: That in view of the disturbing conditions attendant 
upon the u&e of liquor, we call upon the constituent bodies of the 
Federal Council to join together in the formulation and promotion 
of an educational program designed to set forth the moral prob- 
lems involved, especially those related to our homes, our schools, 
our churches, the safety of our highways, and indeed of the en- 
tire social order, and with renewed vigor and courage to work 
for a sound and effective public opinion and constructive action 
on this vital subject.” 


Responding to declarations of the Seminar on the 
Church and Social Change, the Council made a state- 


ment on labor, reiterating a portion of the Social Ideals - 
of 1932 on the right of collective bargaining for employees 


and employers alike. 


The Council also declared that it 


is “socially desirable” for labor to organize because of 
the need of collective action to maintain standards of | 


living, and that “as labor grows in power it must assume 
the moral responsibility that power entails.” 
lution was as follows: 


This reso- — 


“Wuereas the churches, in the statement of ‘The Social — 
Ideals’ have stood for ‘the right of employees and employers — 


alike to organize for collective bargaining’; and 


“WuHerEAs, there is special reason for solicitude for the main- — 


tenance of this principle, at this time of preoccupation with na- 
tional defense; therefore be it 


“Resolved: That the Federal Council record its conviction that — 
not only has labor a right to organize but also that it is socially — 
desirable that it do so because of the need for collective action — 


in the maintenance of standards of living. 


“We also emphasize the fact that in proportion as labor grows — 
in power it must assume the moral responsibility which power en- — 


tails. We remind organized labor that it can command public 


support only as it deals effectively with those elements in its — 


ranks which would weaken confidence in its integrity. 


“We further appeal to labor unions to practice democracy 
in control and not to discriminate against any workers because of © 


color or creed. 
“The extension of democracy into economic as well as political 


life will be the most effective method of creating enthusiasm for — 


democracy. 


The churches should encourage all expressions of — 


economic and industrial democracy, including labor unions, em- — 
ployers’ associations, farm organizations and consumers’ co- 


operatives. 


“The churches in every community should take the lead in call- — 
ing informal conferences for acquaintance and friendly discus- — 
sions of employers, labor leaders, farmers, consumers and min- ~ 


isters, with a view to laying a basis for community codperation. 
“The rights, responsibilities and relations of capital and labor 
are of such crucial importance at this time that we request the 
Executive Committee of the Council to give careful study to this 
subject and to make a statement on it in the near future.” 


Dr. Luccocx’s CHALLENGE 
The responsibility of the churches for the domestic 


social scene was forcefully presented to a plenary ses-_ 
sion by Professor Halford E. Luccock of the Yale Divinity — 


School. Professor Luccock emphasized that the Gospel 
is pertinent to every individual and social problem. He 


stressed equally the necessity of personal religion for 
fruitful social endeavor, and the necessity of social action — 
He thought — 


to “retain our hold on the Gospel itself.” 


. 


| 
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the difficulties of social endeavor were “greater than ever 

before in our lives.” Yet the calling of the Christian re- 
quires him to seek the goal of ‘the divine man becoming 
the divine society.” 

Professor Luccock warned that “social blackouts” 
might come to the American scene “in the name of de- 
fense,” and in the name of national unity; that certain 
recent theological trends had discouraged social action; 
and that concern about institutional survival made many 
clergy and laymen avoid social situations. However, the 
example of the Apostolic Church was sufficient precedent, 
he said, for a prophetic Church in our time. 

Rev. Harry C. Munro, of the International Council 
of Religious Education, in introducing the method and 
content of the Seminar, stressed the validity of the sem- 
inar vechnique for the study of social issues. 


DISCUSSIONS IN THE SEMINAR 

The Seminar heard Dr. F. Ernest Johnson discuss the 
economic factors underlying other social problems. Our 
economic institutions had been in a crisis for a long 
time, he said. He suggested the need for a transition to 
“consumer economics,” and fundamental approaches to 
our economic situation that would call for all our intelli- 
gence and devotion. Rev. James Myers stressed the 
moral values inherent in the democratic process. De- 
mocracy rests upon individual decisions. It gives people 
the opportunity to grow spiritually by participating in 
their own organizations. Enthusiasm for democracy, he 
said, would come if democracy were extended to economic 
life generally. 

Dr. Dwight J. Bradley, of the Council for Social Action 
of the Congregational and Christian Churches, called 
attention to the necessity for the churches to choose 
among social changes. Some are to be discouraged, others 
encouraged. All changes must be submitted to the tests 
of mercy, compassion, justice and creative goodwill. 

Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale, Vice-Chairman of the 
Home Missions Council of North America, reported a 
summary of seminar discussions to a plenary session. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF SEMINAR COMMISSIONS 

The Seminar itself was an informal body for study, 
without official status. The numerous recommendations 
of the nine Seminar Commissions contained valuable sug- 
gestions for both denominational and interdenominational 
agencies. 

Among the recommendations were: That the churches 
should study the housing problem and declare them- 
selves in favor of public housing for low-income families; 
that since anti-Semitism is contrary to the teachings of 
Christ every local church should help to develop Chris- 
tian attitudes toward Jews; that the codperative move- 
ment, being one of the most democratic means of economic 
and social adjustment, should be studied by churches 
in city and country; that since sharecroppers and mi- 
grants are a cause for immediate Christian action, special 
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interdenominational missionary projects already under 
way should be encouraged; that Congress or the Presi- 
dent should appoint a non-political commission to make 
long-range plans for the solution of the problem of un- 
employment ;* that the family should be recognized as a 
“unit of the ministry of the Church,” theological sem- 
inaries should provide training in family life education, 
and every local church should carry on a program in 
family life education; that whereas the basic social ideal 
of Christianity does not permit of racial discrimination, 
churches should encourage inter-racial friendships, and 
there should be no racial discrimination in chaplaincy 
services in army camps. 


Home Missions Councils Merge 


The merger of the Home Missions Council and the 
Council of Women for Home Missions on December 9 
during the Atlantic City meetings marks a notable ad- 
vance in Christian codperation. Hereafter the tasks 
which for more than thirty years have been performed 
by these two councils separately or jointly will be per- 
formed by the new organization, the Home Missions 
Council of North America. 

Like its sister in the field of foreign work, the For- 
eign Missions Conference of North America, the new 
Council includes the United Church of Canada and other 
churches across the border. 

The churches can now deal in a comprehensive and 
unified way with such needs as those of the American 
Indians; new Americans, including refugees; migrant 
workers; sharecroppers; the blind; underprivileged 
groups in Alaska, the West Indies and rural areas in 
Canada and the United States; the communities adja- 
cent to U. S. Army training camps. 

The officers of the new Council are as follows: Presi- 
dent, Dr. G. Pitt Beers, Executive Secretary of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society; First Vice- 
President, Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale of New York; 
Second Vice-President, Dr. E. Graham Wilson, Seeretary 
of the Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A.; Recording Secretary, Mrs. D. Burt 
Smith, United Lutheran Church, of Philadelphia; and 
Treasurer, Miss Bettie S. Brittingham, Methodist 
Church, of Baltimore. 


National Christian Mission Orders of 
Worship Available 


The National Christian Mission has now made avail- 
able in a 15c packet the thirteen Orders of Worship 
which have been prepared for use in the Mission. 
Orders should be sent to the National Christian Mission, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


* The Council approved this recommendation. 
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The Report on the 


ROFESSOR GEORGIA HARKNESS of the Gar- 
Px Biblical Institute, Evanston, Illinois, presented 

the report on the State of the Church, on behalf 
of the Federal Council’s special committee appointed to 
draft it, at the Joint Banquet at Atlantic City. The 
following are a few excerpts and topic sentences: 


REVIEW OF THE BIENNIUM 

Within this biennium we have witnessed the progressive dis- 
solution of political security and peace throughout the world; 
within it we have seen the bonds of Christian fellowship hold 
firm under strain and the Church increase in unity and strength. 

_In spite of disturbing news from various quarters of retreats on 
the part of the Christian forces, still the Church remains least 
shaken of all our major institutions. It continues to stabilize, to 
exhort, to enlighten, to heal, to unite men. To its servants there 
comes with new poignancy the awareness that to us has been 
committed the ministry of reconciliation. 

In the providence of God, the ecumenical Church has come to 
the Kingdom for such a time as this. The World Council of 
Churches, numbering sixty-nine communions, through its central 
office in Geneva, has, in spite of war, carried on an information 
service relating Christians to one another across dividing frontiers. 
Through the travel of its secretaries it has maintained contact 
between Christians in warring nations. Through its ecumenical 
chaplaincy it has ministered to the spiritual needs of the three 
million prisoners of war. ‘Through its agencies of relief it has 
rendered aid financially and spiritually to refugees and to the 
stricken evangelical churches of Europe. It has maintained a 
fellowship of prayer and has continued to study the possibilities 
of international codperation and Christian unity. In short, it 
has demonstrated in a war-torn world that Christian brotherhood 
is a fact. Because it is a fact, Christians everywhere ought to 
love one another more deeply, live more courageously, strengthen 
one another in faith. 


Within this biennium there has been a deepening and enrich- 
ment of our theology. There is a much deeper sense of the reality 
of God and of man’s dependence on Him. There has been a 
notable upturn in the study and appreciation of the Church 
among its leadership, both as to the divine foundations of the 
Church and its historic tradition. 


In personal religion as in theology the Church has struck down 
to deeper and firmer foundations. While secularism remains the 
dominant mood of our society, there is wistful search for a 
faith on the part of great numbers of persons. 


CHALLENGES TO THE CHURCHES 
A point of chronic weakness in the Church is the inadequacy 
of its lay leadership. Much good idealism which ought to be 
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State of the Church 


utilized by the Church is being channeled through secular agen- 
cies, while the intelligentsia, looking at the Church and seeing 
its defects, pass by and leave it to become more deficient. 

A continuing weakness in Protestantism is the fact that its 
primary strength, and the chief focus of reference in its programs, 
is in middle-class urban society. The hiatus between the Church 
and labor is evident in the failure of Protestantism to enlist in 
any significant measure the loyalty or interest of underprivileged 
industrial groups. 

A Christian incentive to combat major social evils, such as 
race prejudice, class cleavage, economic exploitation and war, 
requires that two indispensable elements be held together in 
balance and union. The one is moral sensitiveness, born of a 
sense of man’s guilt before God and consciousness of our impli- 
cation in a sinful society. The other is knowledge of social fact 
and of the processes best calculated to eradicate social evil. Sensi- 
tiveness without knowledge leads to sentimentality; knowledge 
without sensitiveness lacks moral passion. 


THE CHuRCH IN A WorLD AT WaR 

1. The Church must strengthen the spiritual resources of the 
people through prayer and public worship. 

2. The Church must affirm its Gospel through prophetic 
preaching. 

3. A distinctive service of the Church is the maintenance of 
fellowship. 

4. We must continue to study, to educate, to build for the 
future. 

5. The Church must build up in its members Christian incen- 
tives to political action. 

6. Finally, we must relieve suffering. 


SUMMARY 

What is the state of the Church? The churches of three con- 
tinents are being tried in a crucible of fire, and it is not unlikely 
that a similar experience awaits us. The faith of our fathers lives 
in spite of dungeon, fire and sword. In humble confession of our 
weakness we pray God that we may not prove recreant to the 
high opportunities for service which this crisis sets before us. 

We move forward into the next biennium not knowing whither 
we go. We go in uncertainty, but not in darkness. The Light 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world still shines. 
We go in soberness, but not in defeat and not in despair. God 
lives. We are not alone. In this as in every day Christ reigns 
victorious over sin and death. Christian, let no man take thy 
crown! 

Copies of the full report on “The State of the Church” are 
available at 10 cents for single copies, $3.00 for 50 copies, $5.00 
for 100 copies. 


National Christian Mission Carries On 

A report was made to the Biennial Meeting of the 
Federal Council at Atlantic City by six individuals who 
served in the Missions during the autumn. Dr. William 
Hiram Foulkes, Chairman of the National Committee, 
presided. Those who brought brief reports on their Mis- 
sion experiences were—Rev. Homer Armstrong, Rich- 
mond Hill, Long Island; Rev. C. Jeffares McCombe, New 
York City; Muriel Lester, London, England; E. Stanley 
Jones, India, and Jesse M. Bader, New York City. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 

The National Christian Mission schedule is only half 
completed. Eleven other great centers are to be visited, 
covering a period of 78 days from January 5th at Syra- 
An average of 25 
speakers will be in each city for a week. Among these 
are several from other lands—E. Stanley Jones; Muriel 
Adolf Keller, Switzerland; Philip Lee, China; 


cuse, to March 23 at Los Angeles. 


Lester; 


Winnipeg. 
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J. L. Hromadka, Czechoslovakia; and James Clarke, 


According to the reports at Atlantic City this Mission 
is meeting a critical need both in our churches and in 
our national life, 
righteousness and unity into the communities visited, 
and thus proving to be one of the greatest Christian 
movements ever experienced in America. 


stimulating the churches, bringing 


NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


Delegates from State 
and City Councils 
Breakfast at Atlantic City 


Delegates to the Biennial Meeting of the 
Federal Council of Churches held a special 
breakfast conference at Atlantic City on 
Thursday, December 12. The presiding 
chairman was Dr. Hermann N. Morse. 
The Chairman of the Federal Council’s 
Field Department, Rev. Wilbur T. Clem- 
ens, presented the report of the Nominating 
Committee of the “panel” of names to 
represent state and city councils upon the 
Executive Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil and upon the Council during the bien- 
nium 1941-1942. From this “panel” will 
be chosen six members of the Executive 
Committee and twelve members of the 
Council. This choice is made by the 
respective communions to which the “panel 
members” belong. When elected they con- 
stitute an increase in the number of mem- 
bers of a particular denomination. Mem- 
bers so nominated are selected to represent 
the needs and experience of state and local 
church coGperation. 

Those nominated for the Executive Com- 
mittee and the Council were: Rev. Everett 
A. Babcock, Dr. J. Henry Carpenter, Rev. 
W. T. Clemens, Rev. Frank Jennings, Mrs. 
J. N. McEachern, Rev. Gottlieb Siegen- 
thaler. 

Those nominated to the Council, in addi- 
tion to the above, were: Miss Gertrude L. 
Apel, Rev. Harlan M. Frost, Mr. Eugene 
C. Foster, Rev. H. V. Mather, Rev. Charles 
E. Shike, Rev. A. Wayman Ward. 

Those nominated as alternates were: 
Rev. J. Burt Bouwman, Rev. E. C. Farn- 
ham, Rev. John W. Harms, Rev. Walter 
M. Howlett, Rev. Harry L. Ice, Rev. B. F. 


The Metropolitan Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 
Announces 


A free consultation service is avail- 
able for those who cannot submit to 
conscription or participate in war. 

Such persons are welcome to come 
Mondays and Fridays from 5:30 to 
7:30 P.M. to Room 314, No. 2 Stone 
Street, New York City. Dr. Evan W. 
Thomas, Chairman. 


Lamb, Rev. Elim A. E. Palmquist, Rev. 
Ross W. Sanderson, Mrs. L. R. Semones, 
Rev. Hayden L. Stright, Rev. Hugh J. 
Williams, Rev. I. George Nace. 

The breakfast session concluded with 
brief reports from Dr. J. Quinter Miller 
on “A Common Symbol for Ecumenical 
Christianity,” and from Dr. Roy B. Guild 
in commemoration of the twenty-five years 
of history of the Field Department of the 
Federal Council. 


Cincinnati School 
of Religion 


The School of Religion of Greater Cin- 
cinnati will begin on January 20, and con- 
tinue its sessions for nine consecutive 
Monday nights. 

Formerly this was purely a Methodist 
enterprise, but during the past year the 
Central Leadership Training School oper- 
ated by the Council of Churches was merged 
with the larger school. Thus the directors 
of the school were increased in number to 
include representatives of all Protestantism, 
and all departments of the school were 
made interdenominational. 

There will be a faculty of about eighty 
teachers and associate teachers, the ma- 
jority of whom teach in the Department of 
Christian Living, where courses will be 
offered in six divisions: the Bible, the 
Church, Worship, Education, Psychology, 
and Philosophy. Six or eight courses will 
be offered in the Department of Leadership 
Training. 

In the Department of Graduate Study, 
the subject will be “The Adaquacy of 
Christianity.” 

The school will meet in the Walnut 
Hills-Avondale Methodist Church from 7 
to 9:15 p.m. on the dates indicated. Regis- 
tration in the school will cost 50 cents per 
pupil. An enrollment of at least eight 
hundred is anticipated. Classes will be 
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limited to fifty. Ten thousand catalogues, 
listing the various courses and containing 
detailed information concerning the school, 
are being distributed. 


Worship Crusade Spurs 
Attendance in Philadelphia 


An average increase in attendance of 39.9 
per cent has been reported by churches 
participating in the Worship and Church 
Attendance Crusade, which began Sunday, 
October 6, as a preliminary to the National 
Christian Mission. 

The Crusade, which has started in mo- 
tion the wave of religious enthusiasm 
which the National Christian Mission 
should roll up into a mighty tide, was pro- 
moted by a committee of which Rev. 
Vincent D. Beery, pastor of Patterson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, was chair- 
man. 


Toledo Holds 


“Interpretation Dinners” 


In an effort more closely to relate the 
social agencies of Toledo to the churches 
of the city, Miss Talma B. Stanley, church 
social worker on the staff of the Toledo 
Council of Churches, arranged for a series 
of “Interpretation Dinners,” with the 
cooperation of the secretary of the Toledo 
Council of Social Agencies, Norman B. 
Finch. 

Dinners were held at three institutions, 
the Child and Family Agency, the Child 
Study Institute (juvenile detention home), 
and the Relief Administration. Each dinner 
was served at the agency headquarters with 
the staff acting as hosts to invited ministers 
and a few selected laymen. 


2751 Attend Ohio Christian 
Youth Conference 


The United Christian Youth Conference 
of Ohio, held over the Thanksgiving week- 
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end in Columbus, was attended by 2,751 
young people. The program was developed 
around the theme: “United for Christian 
Action.” The young people approached the 
topic from the standpoint of what they 
can do together to achieve “A Christian 
Personality,” “A Christian State,” and “A 
Christian Church.” A study outline on 
these three principal phases was distributed 
to prospective attendants for advance 
thought and reading. A group of forty 
leaders assisted in the conference. The 
closing service of commitment, in which 
representatives of 21 different denomina- 
tions and codperating agencies formed a 
lighted cross, symbolized the theme of the 
conference, “United for Christian Action.” 


_ Local Church Projects 
For Young Adults 


Suggestions for building a young adult 
program in the local church are outlined 
in a new bulletin issued by Arthur R. 
Bodmer, Director of Adult Work for the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Associa- 
tion. Presented as a group of projects, the 
bulletin lists the following: “A Young Adult 
Forum,” “A Local Church Survey for 
Young Adults,” “A Christian Home Build- 
ers’ Group,” “Enlisting Young Adults in 
Local Church Leadership,’ “A Parent- 
Teacher Forum in the Local Church,” 
“Establishing an Interest Group in Family 
Relations,” “A Sunday Evening Young 


Adult Group,” “A Young Business Women’s 
Fellowship,” and “Introducing a Young 
Adult Program in a Local Church.” 


Installation at 
Danbury Prison 


Local, state, and national interchurch 
agencies combined with the Methodist 
Church in a service installing Rev. George 
S. Siudy as Protestant Chaplain of the 
Federal Correctional Institution on Sunday 
evening, December 15. This is the first 
service of installation ever conducted for a 
prison chaplain by interdenominational 
authorities. Rev. Deane Edwards and Rev. 
Arthur L. Swift, Jr., represented respec- 
tively the Committee on Worship and the 
Committee on Prison Chaplains of the 
Federal Council. Rev. Stanley Manning 
represented the Connecticut Council of 
Churches and Religious Education, as its 
president. Rev. Hamilton H. Kellogg par- 
ticipated on behalf of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of Danbury, as its president. Rev. 
Norman W. Twiddy, Superintendent of the 
area, represented the Methodist Church. 
The Jewish group was represented in the 
service by Rabbi Jerome Malino, Jewish 
chaplain of the institution. The response 
on behalf of the inmate body to Dr. Man- 
ning’s charge was given by Warden Edgar 
M. Gerlach. Mr. Siudy gave the benedic- 
tion. Copies of this significant service are 
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available from the Committee on Prison 
Chaplains or the Committee on Worship. 


Visual Education 
In West Virginia 


An interesting and successful experiment 
in the use of visual aids is reported by Z. B. 
Edworthy, General Secretary of the West 
Virginia Council of Churches and Christian 
Education. Acting on faith, he borrowed 
the money to purchase a 16 mm. sound 
projector and an episode from the new 
talking film on the life of St. Paul. At- 
tendance at meetings where the film was 
shown increased to such an extent that the 
offerings enabled him to repay the loan. 

A little later, Mr. Edworthy procured a 
film-slide projector and a set of film-slides 
covering the Cynthia Pearl Maus book, 
“Christ and the Fine Arts.” He then 
obtained an electric turntable which when 
hooked up with his sound projector enabled 
him to play the recorded music through 
the projector’s loud speaker. With this 
outfit he now puts on a complete audio- 
visual service of worship. First come the 
pictures of Jesus with Scripture readings 
and appropriate hymns and other religious 
music. Then the film on the life of St. Paul 
is shown. 

In Mr. Edworthy’s words, he is thus 
enabled to make progress in three major 
areas: “We are reaching many otherwise 
unreached persons with a very forceful 
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hold by fighting—everyone 
was the enemy of everyone 
else—because no one un- 
derstood what others were 
trying to do. 
Printing was the most 
powerful influence in break- 
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religious message. We are enriching and 
enlarging the appreciation and understand- 
ing of the Bible by church school members. 
We are acquainting many additional people 
with the work of the Council and are 


beginning to enlist additional support.” 
This success has led to new plans for the 
future—the preparation of a film-slide 
showing the Council offices, equipment, and 
special activities such as Youth Retreats, 
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County Youth Camps, Leadership Schools, 
and Vacation Schools. This material will 
be used to acquaint the churches with the 
Council and to help win support for its 
activities. 


AMONG THE NEW BOOKS 


The Springs of Creative Living 
By Rotto May 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, $2.00 


The thesis of this study, in the relation 
between psychotherapy and religion and 
theology, is that people suffer personality 
breakdowns because they either do not have 
“meaning in their lives’ or when that 
meaning is found false or inadequate. The 
essence of religion is “the presupposition 
that life has meaning’ and thus psycho- 
logical problems are intertwined with reli- 
gious. 

People often seek this “meaning” in either 
“authoritarianism” or in the full and free 
life of “romanticism.” The one assumes 
determinism; the other freedom—life 
should move from the inside out. Mr. May 
approaches the fundamental polarity in 
personality as “a balance of freedom and 
determination.’ The norm for creative 
human living is to have a “God outside 
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oneself,” but to have living ‘“‘directed from 
within.” 

Liberalism swung too far and we are 
now discovering the orthodox Christian 
ideas about human nature in a “liberal 
orthodoxy,’ based on experience. The 
essence of man’s belief in God is his sense 
of need for an “Other” to free him from 
self-obsession, and from a_ subjectivity 
which prevents him from being himself. 
Psychology, as Mr. May conceives it, 
brings a new and powerful meaning to the 
words “sin,” “judgment,” and “forgive- 
ness.” 

In ordinary beliefs that ‘“‘pass for reli- 
gion,” but which hinder creative living, is 
a repressive type—“a compulsion neurosis.” 
Healthy religion appeals to our strength 
rather than to our weakness and is a 
response of God to the meaning of life, 
which brings an old theological term to 
that meaning—‘judgment.” The psycho- 
therapist thus needs to have “a theology of 
life,” and he finds in the fall of Adam a 


WE 
PAY 


portrayal of “the fundamental nature of 
man,” his revolt and his separation from 
God. He finds man in need of responding 
to a power outside himself—the power 
of “grace.” He must repose faith in some- 
one. 

The author does not believe that this cuts 
the nerve of ethical action and he leaves us 
with a profound conclusion for ethics: 
“the being of God Himself is the only 
reason for doing good.” S. M. C. 


The World’s Need of Christ 


By CuHartes A. ELrLwoop 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, $2.00 


This volume, while it will disturb our 
complacency, will bring light to many in 
whom disillusion has induced despair by 
current hopeless theologies of “crisis.” Pro- 
fessor Ellwood deplores the tendency of 
Christian leaders to turn to a_ theology 
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which ‘becomes defeatist in that it relegates 
Jesus’ teaching to “the salvation of the soul 
in another world.” 

A spiritual religion, such as Christ taught 
and a “sensate civilization” are incompati- 
bles, and the “return to God” demanded in 
current discussion must be “a return to God 
through Christ.’ A purely “theological 
religion” cannot save us. 

Our culture has not produced sciences 
equal to our human problems, because our 
scientists have met the suggestion of a 
Christian sociology with derision, whereas 
Dr. Ellwood sees science and religion in 
mutual relations for human redemption. 
On the other hand, the Christian Church 
has done little to foster human sciences 
and the “socialization of both science and 
religion is a key to our problems.” To 
ignore Christ “is like astronomy ignoring 
Copernicus’ doctrine of the stellar uni- 
verse.” 

But the issue is deeper—the Church itself 
has failed to keep Christ at its head and it 
was the lack of a Christianized political 
and economic life that gave Fascism and 
Sovietism an opening. The dictatorships 
will pass only when the spirit of Christ is 
restored. A theology which centers religion 
and the religious consciousness in the “un- 
known” will not meet the issue, and our 
civilization will fail if Christ is ignored, 
whether by individuals, classes or nations— 
by the Church or by the secular world. 

Happy is the university which has such 
a teacher of youth as Charles A. Ellwood. 

Cc. S. M. 
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and Karl Barth. Liberalism was over- 
confident in the goodness of man and failed 
to start from the righteousness of God. 
The impasse in current thinking is due, 
not only to the “disintegration” of liberal- | 
ism, but also to the “uncertainty” of the 

dialectical movement or “crisis” theology. — 

Any revitalization of Protestant thought — 
calls for freedom from eighteenth-century 
moorings, especially from the conception of — 
man as the first and last word. The triumph © 
of the Hegelian theology was that of the 
principle of identity over that of polarity 
in relations between God and man. Ritsch] — 
brought the concept of forgiveness back — 
into theology but “not as a unique gift of — 
God through Christ,” and whatever may 
become of the Barthian movement, Barth 
succeeded where Ritschl failed and the 
dialectical theology “promises the restora- 
tion of theological self-respect” to Protest- — 
antism. : 

Barth’s doctrine of redemption imperils 
that of creation, while Ritschl’s peril was 
the opposite. Both dangers rest on the 
doctrine of forgiveness. Protestantism must — 
unite “the historical concern of Ritschl with 
the supra-historical concern of Barth in a 
proper tension between the conceptions of 
creation and redemption,” and it may be 
that theology can break from Ritschl with- 
out yielding to Barth’s alternative. It 
may also be discovered that the real con- 
tribution of both is that they have prepared 
the way for a reaffirmation of a Christian 
doctrine of forgiveness, by which, in the 
judgment of Dr. Lehmann, “Protestantism 
stands or falls.” 

This study is another evidence of the 
possibility that we are on the way to “a 
new theology” which will continue that of 
so-called liberalism, with the corrections 
of the dialectical movement, or perhaps 
better, discover a mean between the theses 
of the one and the antitheses of the other. 

C.S. M. 
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CHARLES A. ELLWOOD 
The World’s Need of Christ 


“Clear, straightforward, convincing, it will fill a real need in 
the presentation of the social aspects of the Gospel of Christ,” 
says Dr. E. Stanley Jones. And according to Dr. John Haynes 
Holmes, “It points the sole way to the saving of mankind in 
this dread hour.” As a social scientist, Dr. Ellwood chal- 
lenges social intelligence to restore Christ to the center of all 
human relationships. 

The Chapters: “THe Imitation oF Curist.” THE NEGLECT 
OF CHRIST IN SCIENCE AND PuHiILosopHy. THE NEGLECT oF 
Curist IN RELIGION AND THE CHURCH. THE NEGLECT OF 
CuHRIst IN POLiTicSs AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THE 
NEGLECT OF CHRIST IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. THE CHRIS- 
TIAN RECONSTRUCTION OF OUR CIVILIZATION. $2 


E. STANLEY JONES 
Is the Kingdom of God Realism? 


Exploring the Kingdom of God as a Kingdom of Fact, a master-plan 
or workable way of life which is all-persuasive and all-inclusive, 
Dr. Jones discovers to us in Jesus’ own teachings a realism both ter- 
rible and tender, “the voice of inexorable law and the voice of 
quenchless love.” 


Some of the Chapters: WaAs Jesus A REALIst? LiFe’s ANSWER 
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Divwwep. THE REALISM OF THE NEw BirtH. THE WISDOM OF THE 
Kincpom. THE DETHRONED Powrrs WHO RULE. DISCIPLINED TO THE 
KIncpom. $2 


ROLLO MAY 
The Springs of Creative Living 


A Study of Human Nature and God 


This book was chosen as “The November Book” of the Re- 
ligious Book Club “because it is the most important popular 
treatise that has appeared in recent years on the mutual help- 
fulness of religion and the new psychology and of Christian 
theology and psychotherapy.” 


Some of the Chapters: Tue Tuirst For MEANING. But 
Wauat Kinp oF MEANING? FREEDOM AND DESTINY. CREATIVITY 
AND Sin. Waat Is HEALTHY RELIGION? A THEOLOGY FOR LIFE. 
GRACE AND CLARIFICATION. $2 


SMILEY BLANTCN and NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 
Faith Is the Answer 


A distinguished psychiatrist and a noted pastor, both of New York 
City, clearly reveal the working unity between psychiatry and re- 
ligion—showing that in both spheres of activity the problem is essen- 
tially the-same: to renew faith in self, faith in fellow men, and faith 
in God. Some of the Chapters: THe Hmppen ENERGIES OF THE Minn. 
Fear, Worry, AND ANXIETY. SELF-CRITICISM, FAILURE, AND SUCCESS. 
Tue CoMpANY OF THE LoneLy. THE Fairn TuHat HEAts. $2 
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ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 
Preaching from the Bible 


The Minister’s principal task is preaching—from the Bible! Here are the prin- 
ciples set forth in concrete detail, their practical application, copious suggestive 
examples—to help the busy minister prepare his sermons. 

Some of the Chapters: THE PREACHER’s EXAMPLES. THE PRESENT-DAY VARI- 
ETIES. THE BIOGRAPHICAL SERIES. THE PARAGRAPH SERMON. THE CHAPTER SER- 
MON. THE Book SERMON. THE SERMON’S GROWTH. THE INTERPRETER’S 
IMAGINATION. 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 
Faces About the Cross 


Here Dr. Chappell returns to the kind of preaching which has made him famous 
throughout America. Rich in the biographical content which has made _ his 
volumes the favorites of the Protestant ministry, Faces About the Cross causes 
the great drama of the Last Week to become alive as through the Passion Play. 
Some of the Sermons: THe STEADFAST Face. A Nametess Hero. Tue LItrre 
OuTLAW. THE GREAT OuTLAW. HeEarTLESS Liars. THE Fatse Frienp. THE Troup 
Frienp. THE Conscript. WHEN DeatH Is GA. $1.50 


G. RAY JORDAN W. R. SIEGART 
Why the Cross? Songs in the 


The central message of Christianity is A 
set forth in these sermons which are Night 


EDGAR J. GOODSPEED 
How Came the Bible? 


How came the books we find in the 
Bible? Who wrote them? How did 
they become part of the Old and New 
Testaments and clothed with authority 
and veneration? How came the Eng- 
lish translations old and new?—are some 
of the questions answered by one of the 
leading biblical authorities and translators 
of our day. $ 


ROY L. SMITH 


A Voice in the 
Wilderness 


The new editor of the official press of 
united Methodists presents a spiritual and 
psychological study of John the Baptist 
against the deplorable economic, political, 
and spiritual conditions of his day and 
Jesus’ day. A book peculiarly appropri- 
ate for our times. Some of the chapters: 
None GreATER THAN Born oF Woman. 
A Cump oF THEIR Otp AcE. THE 
‘Romans Come. OFF TO THE DESERT. 
THE CHOSEN OF THE LorpD. AT THE 
-Forps oF JorpAN. Jesus AND JoHN. A 
DANCER AND THE PROPHET. BEING DEAD 


He Yet SPEAKETH. $2 


FRED TAYLOR WILSON 
These Three Alone 


KNOW THYSELF — CONTROL THYSELF 
GIVE THYSELF 


“Mr. Wilson has brought together a 
working philosophy of life in paragraphs 
which scintillate with clear and com- 
pelling truths.”—Bishop Kern. $1.50 


New York, N. Y. 


full of significance for every Christian 
today. 

Some of the Themes: Wuy THE 
Cross FoR JESuS? WHy THE CROSS FOR 
Gopr Wry THE Cross FoR YOU AND 
Me? Each sermon is intensely prac- 
tical. 1 


Messages of hope, joy, comfort, and 
t= for the dark days in which we 
ive. 


Some of the Chapters: Our Gop 
GiveTH Soncs. NicHT oF FAamure. 
Nicut oF Dovusr. Nicut oF Sorrow 
AND SUFFERING. NicHt or DratH. $1 


ABINGDON — COKESBURY PRESS 


AT YOUR OWN BOOKSTORE 


Prices slightly higher 
in Canada 


Nashville, Tenn. 
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We will gladly send the 
booklet “A Gift That 
Lives” to all who are 
interested. For your 
convenience, the coupon 
at right is ready to fill 
out and mail. 
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D ESPITE the ‘ups and downs” of world conditions the 
American Bible Society has never failed to meet the pay- 
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N ... NEVER WORRY 
4 OUR HAPPY ANNUITANTS 


ments on Annuity Agreements. No coupons to clip, no ~ 


papers to sign and mail. You simply receive your checks 
at stated intervals ... that’s all there is to a plan which 


has brought comfort and good cheer to thousands of men ~ 


and women in all parts of the country. 


Annuity Agreements are frequently used to provide 
for the future years of a loved one whose present income 
is temporary or insufficient. Why not get the full story on 


this safe, practical plan which not only gives security and — 


peace of mind for the coming years, but also gives you the 
happy satisfaction of knowing you are helping to extend 
the important Bible ministry all over the world. . 
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Please send me, without obligation, your booklet FC-46 
entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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Press of Thomas J. Griffiths Sons, Inc., Utica, N. Y. 
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